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55. Our feeble minds struggle with the real presence of Jesus’ body and blood in the sacrament, but what
help can we get, by way of analogy, from . . .

a) Exodus 16:9-10?

=

b) Joshua 3:10-11,4:3 (see the NASB, ESV/RSV— TT;!ETJ is missing from the NIV!)?

=

c¢) 1Kings 8:10-13?

=

56. What about John 6:55?

=

57. What are the four main reasons we shy away from seeing anything definite about the Lord’s Supper
in John 6?
a) See John 13:1.

=

b) Compare 6:27,29 and 47.

=

c) See 6:53.

=

d) The “missing word” in 6:53-56.

=


Pastor
Note
The Lord was present in the cloud in the desert.

Pastor
Note
The Lord was present in/right above the ark of the covenant in the middle of the Jordan River. Pick up stones "from here" he told the Israelites.

Pastor
Note
The Lord was present in the glorious cloud that descended on the temple at its dedication. Solomon built the Lord a house in which he would dwell.

Add up the three verses, and they show that God can and does locate himself in certain places, without limiting his presence everywhere.

Pastor
Note
"My flesh is real food, and my blood is real drink." This might sound like holy communion, at first glance.

Pastor
Note
John 6 was about a year before the Passover at which Jesus instituted the sacrament of his body and blood. 

Pastor
Note
These verses show that to feed on Jesus is to believe in him (as opposed to holding him off at arm's length). It is to receive him by sincere faith.

Pastor
Note
Jesus says that if we don't eat his flesh and drink his blood, we won't have eternal life. If this directly refers to holy communion, all people who have not received holy communion are damned.

Pastor
Note
Jesus never uses the word "body" in this section, but only the word "flesh."

When we add up these four verses, it seems safest not to see the Lord's Supper being directly discussed in John 6.
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58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

What are the main reasons to see a little hint of the Lord’s Supper in John 6?

=

Let’s summarize where we’ve come so far (questions 37—-58) on what we receive in our mouths at the
Lord’s table:

a) The primary place to see what Jesus meant in the words of institution (Matthew 26, Mark 14,
Luke 22 and 1 Corinthians 11), whenever they baffle us, is 1 Corinthians 10:1-4 and 10:16-17.

b) Other Old Testament and New Testament verses also show that Jesus’ body and blood are, or can
be really present in, with and under the bread and wine in holy communion.

Then there are sound Scriptural deductions we can make:

Paul emphatically says in 1 Corinthians 11:29 that . . .

=

Logically, this demands @ on Jesus’ part.

So does the fact that this was Jesus’ last will and @ to his dear believers.

Then there are the many attributes of the Son of God which forbid us to assume that he is either
confusing or deceiving:

=

Lastly, we can safely say that Paul could have worded things differently to the Corinthians, if he had
meant something different. Paul could distinguish between normal, physical presence and other kinds
of presence, based on . . .

a) 1 Corinthians 5:3 and

=

b) 2 Corinthians 12:2-3 (note how careful Paul is not to deceive in any way).

=


Pastor
Note
a. the Lord's Supper is full of spiritual eating and drinking-- in fact, without faith in Jesus, the Lord's Supper is useless, even harmful to anyone receiving it.

b. Since John's gospel was likely written about two generations after Christians started regularly celebrating the Lord's Supper, it's easy to imagine them re-reading John 6 and being reminded of the Lord's Supper.

c. Jesus often said things that later his disciples realized meant even more than they understood at first.

Pastor
Note
Who receives the Lord's Supper in a wrong way brings God's judgment on himself or herself.

Pastor
Note
clarity

Pastor
Note
testament

Pastor
Note
Thorough. Loving. Faithful. All-powerful. Merciful.

Pastor
Note
Here Paul explains that he wasn't really present, but he was present in spirit.

Pastor
Note
Here Paul explains twice that he wasn't sure whether he was bodily present in heaven or if he could just see and hear heaven in some other extraordinary way. 

Bottom line: Paul could have explained if Jesus were not really present in the bread and wine. But he didn't. Therefore. Jesus' body and blood really are received in our mouths, in a miraculous way (not a normal way) in holy communion.
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Christ’s Clear Words of Institution vs. Examples of Objections

65. Let’s go back to Christ’s words of institution, now that we have reviewed verses elsewhere that
clarify what Jesus meant. What did Jesus first say, according to Matthew?

=

66. What did Jesus first say, if we harmonize all four accounts?

=

67. In what two ways do people try to explain these words, besides taking them at face value?

a. b

= B

68. Who, typically, holds to these two explanations?
b

3= =

69. What are they called, by summary?
= "B

70. C.S. Lewis wrote (Letters to Malcolm: Chiefly on Prayer, page 104): “The command, after all, was
Take, eat: not Take, understand.” Evaluate biblically.

=

71. Evaluate biblically the contention of Andreas Bodenstein von Karlstadt (1486—1541), the one-time
professor at the University of Wittenberg in Germany. In an effort to combat transubstantiation,
Karlstadt claimed that Jesus handed the disciples the bread, pointed at himself, and said, “This is my
body.”

=


Pastor
Note
Take, eat, this is my body.

Pastor
Note
Take, eat, this is my body. Take it. This is my body, which is for you, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.

(Jesus may have repeated himself as the disciples passed around the breaad. He may have also slightly altered what he said, without changing the meaning of what he said.) 

Pastor
Note
They say Jesus meant, "This symbolizes my body."

Pastor
Note
They say, "This bread has been changed into my body. It looks like bread. But it really isn't bread any more."

Pastor
Note
Most (but not all) Baptists, Methodists, non-denomimationals, Pentecostals, etc.

Pastor
Note
Traditional Orthodox and Roman Catholics.

Pastor
Note
Representation

Pastor
Note
Transubstantiation

Pastor
Note
As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are God's ways higher than our ways, and God's thoughts than our thoughts. Lewis was right, if he meant we should not over-analyze, but humbly believe.

Pastor
Note
This is ridiculous. Jesus' disciples didn't need any help identifying his physical body underneath his clothes. They needed plenty of help understanding what he meant by changing Passover into his Supper.


