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86. Does faith in the real meaning of Jesus’ words of institution really matter? Confer also . . .

a. Matthew 18:1–4 and

b. 1 Corinthians 11:29

87. Luther wrote in his 1528 essay Confession Concerning Christ’s Supper, “Sooner than have mere

wine with the fanatics, I would agree with the pope that there is only blood” (AE 37:317). What do

you think he meant by that?

88. Do you agree? Why or why not?

The Lord’s Supper in mid-first century Corinth

89. Let’s go next to 1 Corinthians 11, to wrap up our discussion of the words of institution and what holy

communion is, and to move into our discussion of what holy communion means, what it gives. 

Read 1 Corinthians 11:17–22. What two good things seem to have been going on in the house

churches in Corinth?

90. What bad thing was going on? 

91. How should the NIV have translated 11:20?

Pastor
Note
Faith in the real presence is a simple test of one's childlike-ness and humility.

Pastor
Note
Without it we would sin against the body and blood of the Lord and rightly bring God's judgment on ourselves.

Pastor
Note
He meant if he had to choose between the false doctrines of representation and transubstantiation he would choose the latter.

Pastor
Note
Jesus said, "This is my body . . . this is my blood."

Pastor
Note
Christians were getting together, and when they did so they received Jesus' body and blood.

Pastor
Note
People were abusing the Lord's supper.

Pastor
Note
When you come together in one place, it is not to eat the Lord's supper.
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92. For what main reasons?

a.

b.

93. If it is Jesus’ supper, the Lord’s Supper, then who must be in charge of it? Who must not be in charge

of it?

94. Then how many of his servants whom the Lord wants to receive it should receive it?

95. What likely assumptions about logistics/what was going on in Corinth can we make, based on 11:21?

a.

b. (Confer Jude 12)

96. Based on 11:21, do you imagine a sequence in which first the Corinthian believers came together for

a meal in the same place, then everyone ready for the sacrament received the sacrament? Or the other

way around? Why?

97. Do you think the unique meal situation in Corinth teaches us anything about who should or shouldn’t

come to the Lord’s table when we gather for holy communion? Why or why not?

98. Do you think we are tempted to reach out more to people in gated communities than to migrant farm

workers? Why or why not?

Pastor
Note
The Greek reads that way.

Pastor
Note
The NIV's translation contradicts 11:29, which says that those abusing the sacrament in Corinth were guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.

Pastor
Note
Jesus must be in charge of it. We who receive it must not be in charge of it.

Pastor
Note
All.

Pastor
Note
People seem to be gathering in a house.

Pastor
Note
People seem to be eating a "love meal" together (in Greek, the "agape.")

Pastor
Note
First the meal, then the sacrament-- because some didn't get the sacrament, and some got drunk.

Pastor
Note
It teaches us not to keep people away whom the Lord wants to come. It teaches us to warn people who might come thoughtlessly/ recklessly.

Pastor
Note
Answers will vary.


